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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Rail Trails Advisory Committee (RTAC) 

Meeting Minutes– April 13, 2021 

. 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Rail Trails Advisory Committee was called to order at 6:15 pm. The meeting 
was held via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the COVID-19 health emergency in the State of 
New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, 
Section 3.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell phone or 
tablet or laptop, or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 847 4406 4953, 
passcode rtac. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Mike Kowalczyk, Bruce Bohannon and Larry Antonuk. Also present was 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
WEBSITE: 
http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={9A2AB92A-4E57-409A-A197-FB0F83AA7503} 
 
ABSENT: Alan Gross 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Jay House 
 
MINUTES:  
There was a motion by Bohannon to approve the meeting Minutes of March 10, 2020. There was a second to the 
motion by Antonuk and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
AGENDA 
Fieldstone Present 304 Monadnock Hwy Property (aka Brnger property) Alternative Plan Proposals 
Kowalczyk briefly summarized some options that might be offered by the property owners. The proposals will be 
presented at the May meeting. 
 
Brochures 
Kowalczyk said he is almost out of brochures. He asked if there should be an update before ordering more. 
Antonuk said he would be glad to make any changes anyone wants. They ordered about 1000 the last time. House 
said it might be good to have information about volunteering on them. Bohannon said we might just reproduce 
the existing brochure for now. The members agreed.  
 

Motion was made by Kowalczyk to expend up to $300.00 for as many brochures as can be purchased by 
Antonuk using the existing design. There was a second by Bohannon. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
RTAC Promotion – T-Shirts – review designs and price quotes 
Kowalczyk tabled this since Gross could not be here this evening. 
 
Signage Update 

 Cheshire Trail Signage Experiment – Kowalczyk said the signs are up at Mt. Huggins. Wayfinding and 
prohibitive signs were installed.  They were put up by Swanzey Department of Public Works (DPW).  He 
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noted a reference to Bureau of Trails need to be added to the signs. Keene signs have not gone up as yet. 
Kowalczyk referred to Marlborough signs needing to go up as well.  

 Review and approve the tri-town MAST grant letter to Trish Zahn – Kowalczyk spoke about way-finding 
signs and this is at City of Keene being discussed.  

 
Re-deck Bridge over Ashuelot River 
Bohannon said that project is done. Swanzey DPW did the work.  
 
Rail Trail Cleanup Events 
Kowalczyk said a cleanup event is happening on Thursday starting at Joslin Station Road from 9 am to noon. He 
referred to folks responding and he said he thought there will be a good turnout. He said he will provide white 
grocery bags to pick up cans and other debris. He noted the group could do the Ashuelot Trail in May. Bohannon 
checked his calendar and said any time in May except for Mother’s Day would be good for a cleanup of the 
Ashuelot Trail. He suggested doing it on a Saturday. May 15th. The group decided on the 15th of May from 9 am to 
noon with start at Sawyer’s Crossing and teams can go both north and south from there. Kowalczyk said 
volunteers should come with rakes and gloves and ready to do light pickup.  
 
Membership Discussion 
Jay House said she would love to be a member and she could come to meetings and come to rail trail events, but 
cannot take on big projects. The other members said that would be fine and they would be happy to have her. 
House said she would follow up at Town Hall. Discussion was held about further recruiting. Five is a full set of 
members but the committee could use Alternates. Kowalczyk said he would try to pursue recruitment with the 
Town of Swanzey Administrative Assistant. 
 

Action item:  Kowalczyk to speak to the Administrative Assistant for help to promote the committee and 
recruit volunteers. 

 
Review Swanzey Rail Trail Reconstruction Cost Estimate and Presentation 
Kowalczyk showed a presentation tailored to different audiences. The Committee liked the distinction between 
asking for large donations from corporations and showing the kinds of expenses that their donation would defray 
and benefit to their employees versus asking for smaller donations from individuals with a focus on recreational 
activity. 
 
Outdoor Recreation 
House noted a new focus on recreation for at the state level leveraging natural resources to bring more folks to 
New H. Scott Crowder is the new Recreational Industry Director. 
 
Next Meeting:  May 20, 2021 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion was made by Bohannon to adjourn the meeting. There was a second by Kowalczyk and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


